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The NI Executive, on Thursday past, announced an
extension to the current lockdown until the 1st April. The
desire of the Government is to keep us safe and the advice
to churches is to remain closed. Having reflected and
prayed we believe it would be unwise to reopen the build-
ing whilst the current lockdown is in place. This is
disappointing as our desire is to be together.  Unfortunately,
that is unlikely before the 1 April unless the NI Executive
reverse their decision in which case we would reconsider.

Vision
At the start of the Scrabo Guide we have our vision
statement:
To glorify God through adoration and service, to love one
another and to make disciples.
This highlights a number of key purposes God has for His
church: worship, fellowship, mission, discipleship, and
service based largely on Acts 2:42-47.
During lockdown how these purposes are fulfilled have
changed in certain respects. To take a simple example, in
relation to fellowship we are no longer able to meet
together and therefore the use of the phone and electronic
media to keep in touch has increased significantly.
One purpose that has suffered considerably, perhaps more
than most, is service with the cessation of so many
ministries. This is frustrating both for those who help lead
the ministries in Scrabo and those that benefit. That said
there are some that are still happening online: Kids Quest,
Bible Class and Youth Fellowship. These cater for a range
of ages for which we are grateful.  With less activities God
would appear to be reminding us that “being is more
important than doing” as someone has put it.
As we look to the future and to when we eventually climb
out of lockdown (DV), whilst God's purposes for His church
do not change, how they might be expressed will need
consideration as indeed we consider them now. Acts 13:36
reminds us, 'David served God's purpose in his generation.'
We too ought to serve God faithfully in the times and
generation in which he has placed us. We are also
conscious of the need to have more elders.
We do value your ongoing prayers as we too pray and seek
to glorify God and His son.

The Elders Scrabo Hall



Hope is a word that has been used a lot in recent days.
As Christians we have the ultimate hope of God’s love
and God’s Spirit. We want to share that in a way that
people will take time to watch and hopefully engage
with. The plan is to have five talks, which will be put on
our YouTube, Facebook and Instagram platforms.
Each talk will last 5 minutes, which is intentional in the
hope that people will take time to watch and share.
We’ll share more detail in the next few weeks, and
would really encourage the church family to get behind
this initiative by praying and sharing the detail.

At the end of each talk we will offer a
copy of Mark’s Gospel. We have a
quantity of these from Biblica. They are
very contemporary in design. Another
possible use for these would be for indi-
vidual members of Scrabo to pass them
on with a view to reading it with someone
who as yet doesn’t know the Lord.

Mon 9th – Fri 13th August
Please put this date in your diary as we look

forward to community week God Willing.



whats coming up

SUNDAYSUNDAY
Kids Quest

Scrabo Live 11:30am -12:15

YouTube - now available from 6:00pm

Junior Bible Class (Year 8,9 &10)
*Every Sunday on Zoom at 5:30pm

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY
Weekly Prayer Meeting

Zoom

FRIDAY NIGHTFRIDAY NIGHT
Scrabo YF Live

Please check the YF Instagram page
for registration details



Sunday 7thMarch 11:30 AM        Norman McAuley
The Lord restores! (John 21:15-23)

Sunday 7thMarch Home Group
Home Group leaders will contact group members

Sunday 14thMarch 11:30 AM                   Jerry Root
Good News

Sunday 14thMarch 6:00 PM                     Jerry Root

Sunday21stMarch 11:30 AM        Trevor Alexander
John’s Gospel - what is it all about?(John 20:30,31)

Sunday21stMarch 6:00 PM              Stephen Shaw
Numbers 9:15-10:36 Guidance by God

Sunday 28thMarch 11:30 AM          Glenn Johnston
The problem of Palm Sunday (Lk. 19:28-44)

Sunday 28thMarch 6:00 PM         Robert Hamilton
Numbers Chps.11&12 Discontent and disputes

We appreciate the generosity of the members in Scrabo Hall over
the years, even in these challenging times and are grateful to the
Lord.  With the economy being impacted significantly through lock-
down we understand it is having an adverse effect on many. That
said, we have been encouraged by some, who make donations
through the box, enquiring about the availability of this option. With
church buildings now being open to individuals we plan to open the
church hall Tuesday 10:30-11:30 am. The offering boxes in the the
foyer are available and protocols for using the facility displayed at
the entrance.   Alternatively, Robert Hamilton, Glenn Johnston and
Johnny Thompson continue to use the offices in the Hall  and you
could contact them outside of the above times to make arrange-
ments to call in.  Other methods of giving remain as below:

Bank transfer for those that have the facility:
Account name: Scrabo Hall - Bank: Danske Bank
Sort code: 95-03-96 - Account number: 20176192 or

(40176206 for registered Gift Aid donors only)
Cheque via the post:

Scrabo Hall 145-161 Mill Street, Newtownards, BT23 7TR
Set aside what you plan to give each week and when we come

out the other side of Corona, drop your gifts in the box then.
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If you are self-isolating for any reason, or are
elderly and need assistance, please contact:

Scrabo Office
028 9182 7885

Robert Hamilton
robert@scrabo.org

Glenn Johnston
pastorgj@hotmail

Jonny Dempster
jonny_dempster@hotmail.com

or any member of the Pastoral Care Team
and we will help as we can.

Let us continue to love, serve and support
one another as we rest on God’s sovereign
will and control in uncertain circumstances.

the Elders

If you are available to help collecting prescrip-
tions, shopping, giving someone a phonecall
or any other practical ways, please contact:

Robert Hamilton

With meeting together in the hall restricted in
numbers, the elders thought it would be

appropriate to release a Scrabo Hall eNews
from time to time providing relevant

information, such as announcements.



Scrabo Office                             028 9182 7885
Pastoral VisitationPastoral Visitation

Robert Hamilton                   robert@scrabo.org
Schools MinistrySchools Ministry

Glenn Johnston              pastorgj@hotmail.com
Youth MinistryYouth Ministry

Paul Macaw                  macaw@hotmail.co.uk
Youth WorkerYouth Worker

Jonny Thompson         jonny_jt@hotmail.co.uk

Duty ElderDuty Elder
Paul Macaw                  macaw@hotmail.co.uk

“ There is a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under the heavens "

Ecclesiastes 3:1

Springtime


